This research identifies the most important factors that influenced how voters actually cast their votes in the 2016 presidential election. We conducted a canonical linear discriminant analysis of ANES data. Our findings suggest that Obama job approval and evaluations of whether the country was on the "right" or "wrong" track were the strongest determinants of voter choice. Specifically Clinton voters were more likely to approve of Obama and feel that the country was on the right track. In addition, Clinton voters were more supportive of the Affordable Care Act, to oppose the building of a wall between the U.S. and Mexico, to believe that the economy has improved since 2008. Clinton voters also were slightly younger, better educated, and more likely to be non-white.
somewhat surprising electoral outcome.
Methodology and Results
In order to identify what were the most important factors which influenced how voters actually cast their votes in the 2016 presidential election, we conducted a canonical linear discriminant analysis. 4 The data is taken from the American National Elections Study, a multi-stage stratified cluster sample of US citizens 18 years of age and over. There were 4,271 completed interviews. The dependent variable is reported vote in the presidential election of 2016. We then compare this vote across the various demographic and attitudinal variables mentioned above. Table 1 suggests that Obama job approval is the strongest discriminating factor in function LD1. "Whether the Country is on the Right track/Wrong track" is the strongest factor in function LD2. Additionally, we find that 96.5% of the between group variance is explained by LD1 and the remaining 3.5% is explained by LD2. The interpretation of this table is similar to multiple regression, since the coefficients can be interpreted much like betas. The sign indicates the direction and the strength of the variable as a predictor. Similar to factor loadings in factor analysis, the largest loading allows us to identify and label each factor or discriminant function. . With regard to demographics, Clinton voters also were slightly more female, younger, better educated, and much more likely to be non-white. It is also interesting to note that very few differences between these voter blocs with regard to attitudes toward crime or individual news habits. The following tables provide cross-tabulations of the variables of interest. As shown in Table 3 below, the job approval of President Obama was found to be the best discriminant of the 2016 vote. If a respondent approved of the job he was doing, they likely voted for Hillary Clinton. 81.86% of respondents who approved of Obama voted for Clinton, and only 5.78% of them voted for Donald Trump. Conversely, only 8.29% of those disapproving of Obama voted for Clinton, and 78.05% of them voted for Trump. Tables 5-9 confirm the results of the group means in Table 2 . Clinton lost some support among 2012 Obama voters. Clinton voters had a more positive assessment of changes in the economy and the Affordable Care Act and were more likely to be a Democrat and non-white.
While the group means from 
Source: 2016 ANES
Chi-squared = 1705.4, df = 4, p-value < 2.2e-16 Table 6 shows that if a respondent thought the economy was better since 2008, they likely voted for Clinton (73.01%), and if they thought it was worse, they likely voted for Trump (74.07%). However, it is worth pointing out that by almost every objective measure of the economy, it was significantly improved over the situation in 2008. If the economy and economic issues were driving voters, then it seems that many voters were not basing their vote on the actual economic situation. (43.56% overall said better, and 32.72% said worse) (115) 11.33% (128) 13.09% (437) Total 100% (1460) 100% (761) 100% (1130) 100% (3351) Source: 2016 ANES Chi-squared = 1049.1, df = 4, p-value < 2.2e-16 Table 7 shows the cross-tabulation of the vote by race. Clinton received 37.75% of the white and 70.69% of the non-white vote, and Trump received 49.18% of the white, and only 16.37% of the non-white vote. This confirms and supports Table 2 which showed that the Trump voter's group mean (for the white dummy variable) was 0.91, and the Clinton voter's group mean was 0.63. In this cross-tabulation, White votes accounted for 89% of Trump's total vote, and only 59% of Clinton's total. 
Chi-squared = 329.86, df = 2, p-value < 2.2e-16 Table 8 shows the vote by party, and again both candidates received most of their party's votes, with Clinton taking 88.71% of Democratic votes, and Trump taking 83.77% of Republican votes. Independents were evenly split with 38.72% and 37.38% respectively. The other interesting note is that more Republicans voted other (9.03%) than Democrats (5.36%). 
Chi-squared = 1826.6, df = 4, p-value < 2.2e-16 Table 9 shows the cross-tabulation of the vote with opinion of the ACA (Obamacare). 80.73% of those favoring the law voted for Clinton and 72.04% of those opposed voted for Trump. While these differences are large, the variable was not found to be a significant predictor in the model. 
Chi-squared = 1356.7, df = 4, p-value < 2.2e-16 Table 10 shows the crosstabulation of gender and 2016 vote, showing that men were slightly more likely to vote for Trump (44.4%) over Clinton (41.6%), and a slim majority of women preferred Clinton (50.91%) over Trump (37.06) . While the differences are significant, the model did not find the variable to be an important discriminant.
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Conclusion
These findings suggest that most voters in 2016 focused on the figure of Barack Obama and a general assessment of the nation's political future, rather than a specific economic or political issue. Further research on this finding is clearly necessary, as the American National Election Study, as well as most other surveys, does not allow for a thorough analysis of the reasons behind a respondent's negative view of former President Obama. Overt or even subtle racism is nearly impossible to measure in large surveys. This is also true of sexist attitudes. Although President Obama did not experience a dramatic decline in popularity (Holbrook, 2012) , relative to his predecessors, he apparently remained a focal point for many disillusioned Americans who voted for Donald Trump. As Sides and Vavreck (2013) note, Americans are quite willing to blame the previous administration for the nation's problems, especially if the White House was formerly controlled by the opposition party. Of course, it is difficult to assess the "right/wrong track" sentiment, as individuals may have had different criteria for this assessment. However, our findings do suggest that a negative assessment of the likely political future of the nation was a major factor for those who voted for Donald Trump.
